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A Warming Climate for Climate Warming

Our report in this issue, “Global Climate Change Triggered by Global
Warming,” was in production when the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) released its Fourth Assessment Report on the
physical-science basis for climate change, its first update in six years. The

two reports complement and reinforce each other.
The report we’re publishing was commissioned by the Center for Inquiry’s new

Office of Public Policy in Washington, D.C. It was written by veteran NASA sci-
entist Stuart D. Jordan and vetted by a CFI review committee. It is a position paper
of CFI, not specifically the SKEPTICAL INQUIRER, but we thought it readable, sub-
stantive, and important, and, as a result, well worth sharing with you in two parts.

Climate change has been a hot topic scientifically and politically for years. But the
reports make clear that many of the former scientific uncertainties about the fact of
warming have been resolved and its attribution mostly to human-caused greenhouse
gases has been further strengthened. Research by thousands of scientists worldwide,
published in the refereed scientific literature, provided the data making the case.

The CFI position paper points to “convincing evidence that Earth’s climate is
undergoing significant, and in some cases, alarming changes.” It says global warm-
ing “is a fact confirmed by an enormous body of observations from many different
sources.” It calls the probability “extremely high” that human-generated greenhouse
gases are the main culprit.

The IPCC report (see our News & Comment section for key excerpts) says the
case for warming is now “unequivocal” and most of the observed increase in glob-
ally averaged temperatures since the middle of the twentieth century is “very likely”
due to the observed anthropogenic greenhouse-gas concentrations. This is an
advance since the IPCC third assessment report conclusion in 2001 that most of
the observed warming is “likely” to have been due to increasing greenhouse-gas con-
centrations.

It is important for people to understand that these are consensus views—based
on a multitude of scientific studies published in the literature and then reexamined,
evaluated, and synthesized in the preparation of these reports. Key data include the
fact that eleven of the last twelve years (1995–2006) rank among the twelve
warmest years in the instrumental record of global surface temperature. Paleo-
climatic data show the warming is unprecedented in at least the last 1,300 years.
Eighty percent of Earth’s glaciers are receding. And so on, and on.

There will continue to be global-warming skeptics, and their questions have
been healthy, encouraging the collection of ever-better scientific data. That process
will continue. Stuart Jordan directly addresses many of these skeptics’ questions.
(Might the warming be caused by variations in the sun? No. Might urban heat-
island effects account for the warming? That effect has been accounted for and is
negligible. Are climate scientists biased toward human causes? This ignores the
actual dynamics of science. And so on.) One mark of a truly scientific mind is the
willingness to change one’s views as better evidence arrives. That has been happen-
ing. That attitude of openness to new data is recommended to everyone, including
today’s remaining global-warming skeptics.

Editor’s Note
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